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Bustards usually affect dry open country, and hence
might be introduced with advantage into many parts of
the world where they do not at present occur. They do
not range very far north, but can stand much dry heat.
They are excellent eating as a rule, and first class sporting
birds, the smaller species affording much the same sort of
shooting as partridges, while the large once require to be
regularly stalked and are best killed with a rifle. The
small species fly with a quick whirring flight, the large
ones slowly and heavily like herons.
The appearance of birds of this family, the oiididoz
of naturalists, is very unmistakeabls. They are nearly
allied to plovers, and so have large wings and stand rather
high on the leg, besides having bare hocks. But, as in the
game-birds, their heads are small and their Becks rather
long, while their backs are broad and flat. Their feet are
very characteristic, the toes being very short, almost as
if docked, with blunt nails ; there is never any hind
toe, and the shanks are covered with small scales. The
bill is either like that of a plover or pigeon, or inclines to
the short subconical form of a game-bird's, such as
partridge's or pheasant's ; the mouth is always wide, run-
ning back to the eye. The eye itself is always large, and
often yellow.
As Dr. Blanford well remarks in the fourth bird volume
of the Fauna of British India, Bustards have a way of
carrying their necks and legs almost at right angles with
the body, which is very characteristic; so is the flatness
of their heads and backs, and the way in which they tilt
up their bills with an air of supercilious stupidity only
equalled by the camel among beasts. Of course they
always live on the ground, although ready enough to take
wings out of danger; though they will often run if they can.
They also play  about on the wing at times, specially
the males in  the breeding   season.   Most of our species
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